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This study was conducted to:

'

. .~h.,~ - - - - - - - /

(l) de termine the attitudes of counselors

toward vocationa l -techn ica l education, (2) determine the effect of
these att i tudes on their advice to high sc hool st udent s , and (3)
det e rmine the implication s for vocational-technical education.
Questionnaire s were rec e ived from 12 counselors, o r 71 percent.
The data f r om the quest ionnair es were tabulated and appropriate
percentages were calculated.

Any comments that were made by the

r esponde nts were then ana l yzed and eva l uat ed .
The following conclusions were reached:
l.

Hi gh schoo l guidance counse lors in Scioto Count y, Ohio,

be li eve vocati onal-t ec hnical educat ion is taught at both the high sc hoo l
and commun i ty college lev e l s .
2.

Counselors be l ieve that the purpose of vocational-technica l

education i s to prepare students fo r techn ical pos it i ons and other
occ upation s not requ i ring a four-year co l l ege ed ucat ion.

3.

Counselors be li eve vocational-technical ed ucation i s

designed for a ll studen t s and for adults.
iii
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4.

Counse l o r s wou l d l ike to see a grea t er number of students

en r o ll ed in vocat ional -t echn i ca l ed ucation programs.
5.

Counse l ors be li eve parents shou l d be made aware of the

va lues of vocationa l -technical ed ucat ion.
6.

Coun se l o r s do not be li eve vocationa l -technical prog r ams

h i nde r st uden t s f r om fur ther educat ion after hig h school.

7.

Counse l o r s wou l d l ike to see a greate r emphasis p l aced

upon earning a living th r ough a vocat i ona l - technica l pr ogram.

8.

Counse l ors are in favor of expandi ng vocat i ona l- techn ica l

9.

Counse l ors believe that vocationa l-technical programs

programs .

are up to date.
10 .

Coun selors a r e thoroughly sold on offering vocationa l-

tech ni ca l programs to h i gh sc hool s tud e nts .
The follow ing r ecommenda tion s were made concerning vocationa ltechnica l educat ion in Scioto Coun t y, Ohio:
1.

Gu ida nc e counse l ors need to help st ud e nt s and parents

deve l op positive a tt i t udes toward vocational-technica l prog r ams .
2.

Vocat ional- techn i ca l programs need t o be expanded to

inc lude more adu lt programs fo r adu l ts i n need of training o r retra in ing
and other persons wi th special needs for occupational preparat i on.

3.

Furthe r studies shou ld be conducted to determine t he

att itudes of teache r s, schoo l adm ini st r ators, st ude nt s, and parents
towa rd vocat i ona l-t echn ica l ed ucation .
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Chapter 1
THE PROBLEM
· Introduction
The dramatic changes that will take place in the employment
patterns in the United States within the next ten years should be
reflected in the educational preparation of the labor force.

More

professional and technical workers will be needed as the number of
white-collar jobs is expected to increase 50 percent.
Although many of these jobs will not require a college education, they will require some type of technical training.

The number

of students that enter technical programs is influenced by the high
school guidance counselor.

Counselors need to have a positive attitude

toward technical education if the labor force is expected to meet this
rap.id increase in professional and technical manpower requirements.
In November, 1968, the voters of Scioto County, Ohio, approved
a tax levy for the establishment of a vocational high school.

As a

result of this levy, the United States Office of Appalachia granted
money for the construction and equipping of a technical institute to
provtde occupational education to post-secondary students.
Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study was to determine and to analyze the
attitudes of high school guidance counselors in Scioto County, Ohio,
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toward vocational-technical education.

More specifically, this study

wi 11 determine:
1.

The attitudes of counselors toward vocationaltechnical education.

2.

The effect of these attitudes on their advice
to high school students.

3-

·The implications for vocational-technical education.
Hypotheses

1.

More than 50 percent of the high school guidance counselors

in Scioto County, Ohio, have posi.tive attitudes toward vocationaltechnical education.
2.

More than 50 percent of the high school guidance counselors

in Scioto County, Ohio, believe students should be encouraged to enter
vocational-technical education programs.
Need for the Study
A report by George C. Mallinson, Dean, School of Graduate
Studies, Western Michigan University, indicates that high schools need
to place more emphasis on and attention to programs and counseling for
the non-college bound student.

Most students interviewed by Mallinson

had learned of vocational training possibilities from sources other than
a guidance counselor. 1

1s. Norman Feingold, "Counselors' Responsibilities to the
Non-College Bound" (paper presented at the 63rd Annua.1 Meeting of the
American Vocational Association, Boston, Mass., December, 1969.
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The staff of Scioto Technical College in conjunction with the
staff of the Scioto County Joint Vocational High School have been
working closely with the Scioto County Counselors Association to
develop positive attitudes toward vocational-technical education.
Scioto Technical College and the Scioto County Joint Vocational
High School are each into their third year of operation.

To date no

formal attempt has been made to· determine the impact that the staff
has made upon the high school guidance counselors in Scioto County.
Staff members are aware of the feelings of h.igh school guidance counselors
only by personal contacts.

Therefore, an in-depth study of the attitudes

of the high school guidance counselors in Scioto County is extremely
important at this time.
Limitations
1.

This study was limited to the guidance counselors employed

in various high schools in Scioto County, Ohio.
2.

The survey was limited to a questionnaire-opinionnaire.

However, each respondent was given the opportunity to express his
comments after each question.
Definition of Terms
Home School - The high school from which the Vocational High
School obtains its students.
Technical Education - An educational disipline designed to
provide occupational education to high school graduates.

The.technical

education program is designed to be equivalent to the first two years
of higher education at the end of which the successful student would

4
receive an associate degree.

In many cases, a student may elect to

transfer to a four-year college at the completion of his two years of
technical education.
Vocational Education - An educational disipline designed
• to provide occupational education to high school students.

Chapter 2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Research studies have been conducted to determine the attitudes
of various people toward occupational education.

Few of these studies

have been concerned with the attitudes of high school guidance counselors
toward this rapidly growing aspect of our educational system.
The findings from the following studies are related to the
information contained in this study.

However, the groups of people

that were studied are different.
Spengler's Study 1
Spengler conducted a study to determine the attitudes of school
board members toward occupational education in New York state.

His

study determined the factors influencing the attitudes of school board
members toward occupational education.

Analysis of the 1,684

questionnaires that were returned revealed that more positive attitudes
were held by members of urban districts and Boards of Cooperative
Educational Services than those of suburban or rural districts.
Spengler also found that older board members and those with a number
of years of service tend to have more positive attitudes.

!James R. Spengler, "Attitudes of School Board Members Toward
Occupational Education" (Williamsville, New York: Western New York
School Development Council, 1970,) pp. 59-61.
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Spengler's recommendations were as follows:
1.

Other populations which contribute toward decision-making

for occupational education should be surveyed.
2.

Some modifications should be made in the questionnaire

before it is used again.
Starkey's Stud/
Starkey's study, based on research in Wyoming, indicated that
cooperation from teachers and teacher educators would supplement
vocational guidance.

The results of this study clearly show the

vocational guidance dilemma by indicating the large number of high
school graduates who were enrolled in a college preparatory program
that go directly from high school into the world of work.
Summary
Both of these studies indicate the need for further research
into the attitudes of various persons toward occupational education.
The one area that seems to need investigation more than any other is
that of the attitudes of the guidance counselor.
The concern for occupational education has been expressed for
several years by the various forms of legislation that have been
enacted for the support of occupational education.

The Morrill Acts 3

that established land grant colleges and universities were the beginning

2John D. Starkey, "Vocational Choice and Guidance--Whose Task?"
(Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, College of Education, 1967). p. 2.
3u.s. Congress, First Morrill Act, adopted July 2, 1862, Chapter
130, 37th Congress, 2nd Session. Second Morrill Act, adopted 1890,
Chapter 481, 51st Congress, 1st Session.
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of federal support.

The Smith-Hughes Act 4 , the Vocational Education Act

of 19635, and the 1968 Amendments 6 to the Vocational Education Act of

1963 all continued this support from the federal government for
occupational education.

4u.s. Congress, Smith-Hughes Act, Public Law 347, (National
Vocational Education Act, 1917, signed February 23, 1917),
5u.s. Congress, Public Law 88-210.
6u.s. Congress, Public Law 90-576.

Chapter 3
PROCEDURES
The problem of this study was to determine and to analyze the
attitudes of high school guidance counselors in Scioto County, Ohio,
toward vocational-technical education.
Securing the Names and Addresses of Counselors
The names and addresses of the high school guidance counselors
in Scioto County, Ohio, were obtained from the files of the student
services office at Scioto Technical College.
Developing the Questionnaire-Opinionnaire
The questionnaire-opinionnaire for this study was based upon
the one used by Spengler in his study of the attitudes of high school
board members in New York state toward occupational education.
The questionnaire-opinionnaire was submitted to members of the
business education faculty at Morehead State University for review and
recommendations.
Printing the Questionnaire-Opinionnaire
On January 28, 1974, the questionnaire-opinionnaire, together
with a one-page cover letter (See Appendix A, page 38) and a one-page
follow-up letter (See Appendix B, page 44) were typed and duplicated
by use of the Xerox Copier at Scioto Technical College.
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Mailing the Questionnaire-Opinionnaire
On January 29, 1974, 17 questionnaire-opinionnaires were mailed.
Nine of the questionnaire-opinionnaires, or 53 percent of the total,
were returned.
Nine fo 11 ow-up 1etters were ma.ii ed on February 12, 1974.

It

was not necessary to send a follow-up letter to all 17 counselors
because those counselors that had responded to date had each indicated
a desire to obtain the results of the study by signing their name.
March 1, 1974, was established as the cut-off date for the
questionnaire-opinionnaires.

On this date three more completed question-

naire-opinionnaires had been received.

One counselor returned his

questionnaire-opinionnaire indicating that he did not desire to
participate in the study.

This made a 71 percent return of the 17

questionnaire-opinionnaires mailed.
Analyzing the Data
The questionnaire-opinionnaires received were tabulated with
percentages calculated for each item on the questionnaire.

Any comments

that were made by the respondents on the questionnaire were evaluated
and analyzed by the researcher.

.,

Chapter 4
FINDINGS

The problem of this study was to determine and to analyze
the attitudes of high school guidance counselors in Scioto County,
Ohio, toward vocational-technical education.
The following information is based upon the responses of 12
high school guidance counseiors, or 71 percent, who completed and
returned the questionnaire-opinionnaire.
The questionnaire-opinionnaire was divided into two sections.
The first section consisted of three multiple-choice questions concerning
the placement of vocational-technical education, the purpose of
vocational-technical education, and the type of students for whom
vocational-technical education programs are designed.

The second section

consisted of twenty-five statements to which high school guidance
counselors indicated their agreement or disagreement.
Placement of Vocational-Technical Education
Participants were directed to indicate the institution or
institutions where they believed vocational-technical education was
taught.

Table I illustrates the responses of the participants concerning

the placement of vocational-technical education.

Ten counselors each,

or 38 percent, believed that vocational-technical education was taught
either at the community college or at the high school level.

Each of three

counselors, or 12 percent, indicated that they believed vocational10
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technical education was taught at the elementary school or at the junior
high school.

Therefore, the majority of the respondents believed that

vocational-technical education was placed either at the high school or
at the college level.
Tab 1e 1
Responses of High School Guidance Counselors Concerning
Where Vocational-Technical Education was Taught
Type of School

Number

Percent

Community College

10

38

Elementary School

3

12

10

38

3

12

26a

100

High School
Junior High School
Total

aMore than one response was indicated
Purpose of Vocational-Technical Education
Six respondents each, or 24 percent, indicated that the purpose
of vocational-technical education was to prepare students for technical
positions such as electronics, data processing, food management,
metallurgy, medical technology, dental hygiene, drafting design, and to
prepare students for most occupations not requiring a four-year college
education.
Five respondents, or 20 percent, as shown in Table 2, indicated
that the purpose of vocational-technical education was to prepare
students for entry into occupations in trade, industry, and agriculture.

'
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Each of four counselors, or 16 percent, believed that the purpose
of vocational-technical education was to prepare students for office
work, sales positions, practical nursing, homemaking occupations, and
service occupations, and to prepare students by a series of interrelated
studies on elementary, secondary, and post-high school levels to make a
career choice and to prepare for that career.
Table 2
Purpose of Vocational-Technical Education as Determined
By High School Guidance Counselors
Purpose

Number

Percent

To prepare students for entry
into occupations in trade,
industry, and agriculture

5

20

To prepare students for office
work, sales positions, practical
nursing, homemaking occupations,
and service occupations

4

16

To prepare students for technical
positions such as electronics, data
processing, food management,
metallurgy, medical technology,
dental hygiene, and drafting design

6

24

To prepare students for most
occupations not requiring a fouryear college education

6

24

To prepare students by a series of
interrelated studies on elementary,
secondary, and post-high school levels
to make a career choice and to prepare
for that career

4

16

Total
aCounselors indicated multiple responses

100
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Students for Whom Vocational-Technical Education is Designed
Nine of the respondents, or 35 percent, as shown in Table 3,
indicated that they believed that vocational-technical education was
designed for all students whether college bound or not.

Seven

respondents, or 27 percent, indicated that vocational-technical
education was designed for adults in need of training or retraining
and other persons with special needs for occupational preparations.
Six counselors, or 23 percent, responded that vocational-technical
education was designed ·for, non-college bound students.

Four respondents,

or 15 percent, indicated that vocational-technical education was designed
for out-of-school youths and dropouts.
Table 3
Students For Whom Vocational-Technical Education is
Designed as Determined by High School
Guidance Counselors
Type of Student

Number

Percent

Non-college-bound students

6

23

Out-of-school youths and dropouts

4

15

Adults in need of training or
retraining and other persons with
special needs for occupational
preparation

7

27

All students whether college
bound or not

9

35

Total
aRespondents indicated more than one answer

100
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Attitude Toward Vocational-Technical Education
High school counselors were directed to indicate whether they
strongly agreed (SA), agreed (A), were undecided (U), disagreed (D),
or strongly disagreed (SD), with each of twenty-five statements
concerning vocational-technical education.

Table 4 indicates attitudes

of these participants to each of the twenty-five statements.
Attitude 1
According to Table 4, page 22, five counselors, or 41.67 percent,
indicated that they strongly agreed with the statement, "A high school
graduate of a vocationa.1-technical education program impresses me
favorably."

Seven respondents, or 58.33 percent, indicated that they

agreed with this statement.

No counselor indicated that he was

undecided, disagreed, or strongly disagreed with this statement.
Attitude 2
Four respondents, or 33-33 percent, indicated that they strongly
agreed with the statement, "In my opinion, there are not enough students
in vocat i ona 1-techn i ca 1 programs on the high schoo 1 1eve 1."

Six

counselors, or 50 percent, indicated that they agreed with this statement.
One respondent, or 8.33 percent, indicated that he was undecided about
this statement, and another indicated that he disagreed with it.

None

of the respondents indicated that they strongly disagreed with this
statement.
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Attitude 3
When presented with the statement, "Students should begin
vocational programs after they graduate from high school, not before,"
three counselors, or 25 percent, indicated that they disagreed and
nine counselors, or 75 percent, indicated that they strongly disagreed
with it.
Attitude 4
Two respondents, or 16.67 percent, agreed with the statement,
"Most students, who take vocational-technical programs in high school,
in my opinion, lack too many other scholastic and social skills."
Two counselors, or 16.67 percent, were undecided about this statement,
while five respondents, or 41.67 percent, disagreed with it.

Three

counselors, or 25 percent, indicated that they strongly agreed.
Attitude 5
As indicated on Table 4, page 23, two counselors, or 16.67
percent, responded that they were undecided about the statement, "In
my opinion, vocational-technical education in the high school is highly
overrated."

Five respondents, or 41.67 percent, indicated that they

disagreed, while an equal number of. counselors strongly disagreed.
No counselor indicated that he either strongly agreed or agreed with
this statement:
Attitude 6
When presented with the statement, "I would· be in favor of
expanding vocational-technical programs," five high school counselors,
or 41.67 percent, indicated that they strongly agreed.

Six respondents,

16
or 50 percent, agreed with this statement and one respondent, or 8,33
percent, indicated that he was undecided.

There were no responses

in either the disagreed or strongly disagreed categories on this
statement.
Attitude 7
One counselor, or 8.33 percent, agreed with the opinion, "In
my community many people oppose an increase in vocational-technical
programs as they are currently administered."

Four respondents, or

33,33 percent, indicated that they were undecided about this statement.
Seven counselors, or 58,33 percent, disagreed.

None of the respondents

indicated that they eHher strongly agreed or strongly disagreed.
Attitude 8
All of the participants either disagreed or strongly disagreed
with the statement, "In my opinion, a graduate of a high school
vocational-technical program is genera.I ly suited only for unskilled
work."

Four counselors, or 33,33 percent, d.isagreed, while 8 counselors,

or 66.67 percent, strongly disagreed.
Attitude 9
According to Table 4, page 24, one respondent, or 8.33 percent,
agreed with the comment, "Most vocational-technical programs in high
school are out of date."
with this statement.

Eight counselors, or 66.67 percent, disagreed

Three counselors, or 15 percent, strongly disagreed.

None of the participants indicated that they strongly agreed with or were
undecided about this statement.
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Attitude 10
The statement, ''High schools should encourage brighter students
to enter a vocational-technical prngram," was favorable to the majority
of the participants.

Ten guidance counselors, or 83.33 percent, agreed

with this attitude, while one counselor, or 8.33 percent, was undecided
and another strongly disagreed.

No one indicated that he either

strongly agreed or disagreed.
One counselor commented that he thought brighter students
should be encouraged to obtain a vocational. education if it was their
desire to do so.

The same counselor commented that he believed the

brighter student should, be encouraged to take technical education if
he had no desire to enter the four-year college program.

However, the

final choice must be made by the student whether it is vocational,
technical, or college.
Attitude 11
Three respondents, or 25 percent, strongly agreed with the
statement, "For many students in high school, there should be greater
emphasis on earning a 1 iving through .a vocational-technical program."
Nine counselors, or 75 percent, agreed with this statement.

There were

no responses in the undecided, disagr.eed, or strongly disagreed
categories on this attitude.
·Attitude 12
One guidance counselor, or 8.33 percent, was undecided about the
statement, "Vocational-technical education in high school does not make
enough students useful members of society to justify its cost."

Five
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respondents, or 41.67 percent, disagreed, while six, or 50 percent,
strongly disagreed.

None of the respondents indicated that they

strongly agreed or agreed.
Attitude 13
According to Table 4, page 25, the majority of the respondents
either strongly agreed or agreed with the statement, "I believe that
the function of a high school is to develop occupational skills in all
students."

Three counselors, or 25 percent, strongly agreed, and seven

counselors, or 58.33 percent, agreed with this comment.
or 16.67 percent, disagreed with this statement.

Two respondents,

None of the participants

in this study indicated that they were either undecided about the attitude
or strongly disagreed with it.
Attitude 14
Seven high school guidance counselors, or 58.33 percent,
indicated that they strongly agreed with the attitude, "My community alone
or in conjunction with other communities should provide a wide variety of
occupational programs to fit the abilities of students not going to
college."

Five responses, or 41.67 percent, agreed with this statement.

There were no responses in any of the other categories.
Attitude 15
When presented with the statement, "In my opinion, taking
vocational-technical programs hinders students from further education
after high school," one counselor, or 8.33 percent, indicated that he was
undecided; six counselors, or 50 percent, disagreed; and five counselors,
or 41.67 percent, strongly disagreed.

None of the participants indicated

that they either strongly agreed or agreed with this comment.
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Attitude 16
As indicated in Table 4, page 26, one respondent each, or 8.33
percent, indicated that he strongly agreed with the statement,
"Vocational-technical programs cannot possibly prepare high school
students for the range of job opportunities available to them,'' or that
he was undecided about this attitude.

Seven counselors, or 58.33 percent,

disagreed, and three counselors, or 25 percent, strongly disagreed.
There were no responses under the agreed category.
Attitude 17
The statement, "In my opinion, most public schools do not
provide vocational-technical programs early enough in the educational
process," brought three responses, or 25 percent, in the strongly
agreed category.

Four counselors, or 33.33 percent, agreed with this

statement, and five counselors, or 41.67 percent disagreed.

None of

the participants indicated that they were either undecided about
this statement or strongly disagreed with it.
Attitude 18
All of the participants either strongly agreed or agreed with
the attitude, "I am thorough.ly sold on offering vocational-technical
programs to high school students."

Nine counselors, or 75 percent,

strongly agreed, while three counselors, or 25 percent, indicated that
they agreed.
Attitude 19
None of the twelve respondents strongly agreed or agreed with
the statement,

11

1 do not think that vocational-technical education in
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high school is as necessary for most students as are other worthwhile
programs. 11

Six counse 1ors each, or 50 percent, indicated that they

either disagreed or that they strongly disagreed.

There were no

responses in the undecided category on this attitude.
Attitude 20
According to Table 4, page 27, two participants, or 16.67 percent,
indicated that they.strongly agreed with the statement, "Free vocationaltechnical education after high school should be available to students
currently enro.lled in high school programs."

Three respondents, or 25

percent each, i-nd i cated that they agreed or were undecided about this
attitude.
comment.

Four counselors, or 33.33 percent, disagreed with this
There were no responses in the strongly disagreed category.

Attitude 21
Five high school guidance counselors, or 41.67 percent, strongly
agreed with the statement, "There should be more money set aside in the
school budget for vocational-technical education."

Six respondents, or

50 percent, agreed with this, and four, or 33.33 percent, were undecided.
None of the participants indicated that they disagreed or strongly
disagreed.
Attitude 22
The participants were all in agreement with the statement, "I
should like to see the values of vocational-technical education made
known to more parents."

Five counselors, or 41.67 percent, strongly

agreed, while 7 counselors, or 58.33 percent, indicated they agreed.
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Attitude 23
According to Table 4, page 28, three counselors, or 25 percent,
were undecided about the statement, "It is more important to provide
many students with a sound basic education than to use the time for
vocational-technical education."

Six respondents, or 50 percent,

disagreed with this attitude, while three, or 25 percent, strongly
disagreed.

None of the parttcipants indicated they agreed with this

statement.
One counselor commented that he believed that if a student does
not have a sound basic education by his junior year in high school he
never will.

He agreed that further academic work during the last two

years of high school is helpful for the student who desires post-high
school education in a technical college or a four-year college program.
Attitude 24
None of the participants indicated that they disagreed with
the statement,

11

1 should like to see vocational-technical education

encouraged more among high school students."

Two counselors, or 16.67

percent, strongly agreed, while nine counselors, or 75 percent, stated
that they agreed.

One counselor, or 8.33 percent, was undecided.

Attitude 25
All participants either strongly disagreed or disagreed with the
statement, "Most vocational-technical courses, in my opinion, lead
nowhere."

Five respondents, or 41.67 percent, disagreed, an·d 7

respondents, or 58.33 percent, strongly disagreed.

Table 4
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

1.

2.

3.

4.

Ab

SAa

Attitude

Uc

·od

SDe

Total
No.
%

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

7

58.33

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

33.33

6

50.00

1

8.33

1

8.33

0

0.00

12

100

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

3

25.00

9

75.00

12

100

0

0.00

2

16.67

2

16.67

5

41. 67

3

25.00

12

100

%

No.

5

41. 67

In my opinion, there
are not enough students
in vocational-technical
programs on the high
school leve 1.

4

Students should begin
vocational programs
after they graduate from
high school, not before.
Most students who take
vocational-technical
programs in high school,
in my opinion, lack too
many other scholastic
and social skills.

No.
A high school graduate
of a vocational-technical program impresses
me favor ab 1y.

aStrongly Agree, bAgree, cUndecided, dDisagree, eStrongly Disagree
N

N

Table 4 (continued)
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

Total

Attitude
5.

6.

7-

8.

%

No.

%

No.

Z

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

In my opinion, vocational-technical
education in the high
school is highly
overrated.

0

0.00

0

0.00

2

16.67

5

41.67

5

41.67

12

100

I would be in favor of
expanding vocationaltechnical programs.

5

41.67

6

50.00

8. 33

0

0.00

0

o.oo

12

100

In my community many
peop 1e oppose an increase
in vocational-technical
programs as they are
currently administered.

0

0.00

In my opinion, a
graduate of a high
school vocationaltechnical program is
generally suited only
for unskilled work.

0

0.00

0

8.33

4

33-33

7

58.33

0

0.00

12

100

0.00

0

0.00

4

33.33

8

66.67

12

100

aStrongly Agree, bAgree, cUndecided, dDisagree, eStrongly Disagree
N

w

Table 4 (continued)
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

.

sAa

Attitude

9-

10.

11.

12.

Dd

Uc

Ab

SDe

Total
No.
%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

Most vocationaltechnical programs in
high school are out
of date.

0

0.00

1

8.33

0

0.00

8

66.67

3

25.00

12

100

High schools should
encourage brighter
students to enter a
vocational-technical
program.

0

o.oo

10

83.33

1

8.33

0

0.00

1

8.33

12

100

For many students in
high school, there
should be greater
emphasis on earning
a living through a
vocational-technical
program.

3

25.00

9

75.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

Vocational-technical
education in high
school does not
make enough students
useful members of
society to justify
its cost.

0

0.00

0

0.00

1

8.33

5

41 .67

6

50.00

12

100

aSt rong 1Y Agree, bAgree, c Un dec1ded,
.
dD.1sagree, e Strongly Disagree

%

Table 4 (continued)
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

13.

J/1.

15.

Ab

SAa

Attitude

Uc

Dd

SDe

Total
No.
%

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

3

25.00

7

58.33

0

o.oo

2

16.67

0

0.00

12

100

My community alone or
in conjunction with
other communities should
provide a wide variety
of occupational programs
to fit the abilities of
students not going to
college.

7

58.33

5

41.67

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

In my opinion, taking
vocational-technical
programs hinders
students from further
education after high
schoo 1.

0

0.00

0

0.00

1

8.33

6

50.00

5

41.67

12

100

No.
1 believe that the
function of a high
school is to develop
occupational ski 11 s
in a 11 students.

aStrongly Agree, bAgree, cUndecided, dDisagree, eStrongly Disagree
N

V,

Table 4 (continued)
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

16.

17.

18.

19.

Ab

SAa

Attitude

Uc

Dd

SDe

Total
No.
%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Vocational-technical
programs cannot possibly prepare high
school students for the
range of job opportunities available to them.

l

8.33

0

o.oo

l

8.33

7

58.33

3

25.00

12

100

In my opinion, most
public schools do not
provide vocationaltechnical programs
early enough in the
educational process.

3

25.00

4

33-33

0

0.00

5

41.67

0

0.00

12

100

I am thoroughly sold
on offering vocationaltechn i ca 1 programs to
high school students.

9

75.00

3

25.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

12

100

I do not think that
vocational-technical
education in high
school is as necessary
for most students as
are other worth"{h i 1e
programs.

'
0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

6

astrongly Agree, bAgree, cUndecided, dDisagree, eStrongly Disagree

50.00

6

50.00

N

°'

Table 4 (continued)
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

No.
20.

21.

22.

Uc

Ab

SAa

Attitude

%

Dd

SDe

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Total
No.
%

Free vocationaltechnical education
after high school
should be available
to students currently
enrolled in high
school programs.

2

· 16 .67

3

25.00

3

25.00

4

33-33

0

0.00

12

100

There should be more
money set aside in the
school budget for vocational-technical
education.

2

16.67

6

50.00

4

33-33

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

I should 1 i ke to see
the values of
vocational-technical
education made known
to more parents.

5

41 .67

7

58.33

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

a

Strongly Agree,

b

Agree,

c

Undecided,

d

-

Disagree,

e

Strongly Disagree

....,
"'

Table 4 (continued)
High School Guidance Counselors' Attitudes Toward
Vocational-Technical Education

23.

24.

25.

Uc

Ab

SAa

Attitude

Dd

SDe

Total
No.
%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

It is more imp9rtant
to provide many students
with a sound basic
education than to use
time for vocationaltechnical education.

0

0.00

0

0.00

3

25.00

6

50.00

3

25.00

12

100

I should 1 i ke to see
vocational-technical
education encouraged
more among high school
students.

2

16.67

9

75.00

1

8.33

0

0.00

0

0.00

12

100

Most vocationaltechnical courses,
in my opinion, lead
nowhere.

0

0.00

0

0.00

0

0.00

5

41.67

7

58.33

12

100

aStrongly Agree, bAgree, cUndecided, dDisagree, eStrongly Disagree

N
00
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Comments and Recommendations·of Respondents
Comments and recommendat i ans concern i_ng vocat i ona 1-techn i ca 1
education were encouraged with five of the twelve respondents, or 42
percent, participating.

These concerned a wide range of items as

1 isted:
1.

A total concept of career education should exist.

2.

We all will enter a vocation--college is vocational

education.

3,

In Scioto County, vocational education (mainly the trades

and low to medium ski 11 areas) is taught on the high school level.
The higher skill areas and technical areas are on the junior or
community college level.
4.

When a student makes his choice of vocational training, he

is directed into one field.

Is a tenth grade student sure of his choice?

I wonder about this a great deal.

It could be a period of two years--

wasted.

5,

I believe many people in Scioto County have a misconception

about vocational-technical education.
education are not synonymous.

Vocational and technical

They are two completely different programs.

Many local people say their son or daughter is attending the vo-tec school.
This statement reinforces the misconception.
6.
level.

Vocational education is given to students on the high school

They learn ski 1ls to move into the "world of work" with less

confusion than someone without these skills.
Vocational education is also provided in the evenings to high
school dropouts and to adults.

These people desire a new ski l1 or more
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skill to aid them in_ getti_ng a new or a·better job.

People also take

courses in the eveni_ng for thei.r personal satisfaction.
I, personally, bel·ieve that vocational education is the
greatest thing to happen to education.

Vocational education offers the

potential dropout, not necessari-ly the troublemaker, an opportunity to
receive a job skill.
7.

Technical education deals with post-high school education on

the level of college work in difficulty.
believe technical education is also an area of great importance
to many people.

Local people.in the past had an oppor-tunity to live at

home and attend Ohio University Portsmouth or Portsmouth Interstate
Busi-ness College.

If they didn't want the courses offered at these two

institutions, they had to leave the area or find a job.
With the introduction of technical education to our immediate
area, students could obtain practical knowledge of some occupation.
They would have the knowledge and tr.aining that one would learn after
several years' work in any given occupation.

In two years, one might

obtain the equivalent of ten years' job experience.
Technical education leads to better jobs which and usually
coincides with higher salaries.
will agree that jobs in technical areas are few and far
between in our locale.

Approximately 50 percent of.the 1973 technical

graduates took jobs outside of our immediate area.
technical skills encourage industry to.move in.
attitude toward work.
workers.
area.

In most instances,

Locally we have a poor

An example is Williams Manufacturing.

They need

Other industries learn of these problems and shy away from the

Chapter 5
SUMMARY,_ CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The problem of this study was to determine and to analyze the
attitudes of high school guidance counselors in Scioto County, Ohio,
toward vocat i ona 1-techn i-ca 1 education.
Summary
An analysis of the data obtained revealed the following
information concerning the placement of vocational-technical education,
the purpose of vocational-technical education, and the attitudes of
high school guidance counselors toward vocational-technical education:
Placement of Vocational-Technical Education
Ten counselors each, or 38 percent, believed that vocationaltechnical education was taught either at the community college or at
the high school level.

Each of three counselors, or 12 percent,

indicated they believed vocational-technical education was taught at
the elementary school or at the junior high school.
Purpose of Vocational-Technical Education
Six respondents each, or 24 percent, indicated that the
purpose of vocational-technical education was to prepare students for
technical positions such as electronics, data processing, food management,
31
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meta 11 u_rgy, med i ca 1 techno l_ogy, dent a 1 h_yg i ene, drafting des_ i gn, and to
prepare students for most'occupatioris not requiring a four-year college
education.
Nine of the respondents, or 35 percent, indicated that they
believed vocational-technical education was designed for all students,
whether college bound or not.

Seven respondents, or 27 percent,

indicated that vocational-technical education was designed for adults
in need of training or retraining and other persons with special needs
for occupational preparations.
Attitudes Toward Vocational-Technical Education
The attitudes of high school-guidance counselors in Scioto
County, Ohio, toward vocational-technical education can be illustrated
by the following highlights of their responses to twenty-five statements concerning vocational-technical education:
1.

Twelve counselors, or 100 percent, indicated that high

school graduates of vocational-technical programs impressed them
favorably.

The hypotheses that more than 50 percent of the high

school guidance counselors in Scioto County, Ohio, have positive
attitudes toward vocational-technical education is accepted.
2.

Ten counselors, or 83,33 percent, indicated they did not

believe enough students were enrolled in high school level vocationaltechnical programs.
3.

Twelve counselors, or 100 percent, indicated they believed

students -should begin vocational programs before graduation from high
school.
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4 .. E_ight counselors, or -66.67 percent, indicated that they
did not believe most students enrolled in vocational-technical pr_ograms
lacked many other scholastic and social skills.
5.

Ten counselors, or· 83.33 percent, indicated that they

did not believe high school vocational-technical programs were overrated.

6.

Eleven counselors, or 91.67 percent, indicated they would

be in favor of expanding vocationahtechnical programs.
7.

Seven counselors, or 58.33 percent, indicated they did

not believe many people in the community would oppose an increase in
vocational-technical programs as they are currently administered.
8.

Twelve counselors, or 100 percent, indicated they did not

believe a graduate of a high school vocational-technical program was
suited only for unskilled work.
9.

E1even counse 1ors, or 9 l. 67 percent, indicated they did

not believe that most vocational-technical programs in the high school
were out of date.
10.

Ten counselors, or 83.33 percent, indicated that brighter

students should be encouraged to enter vocational-technical programs.
11.

Twelve counselors, or 100 p·ercent, indicated that a

greater emphasis should be placed on earning a living through a
vocational-technical program.

12.

Eleven counselors, or 91.67 percent, indicated they

believed vocational-technical education in high school did make enough
students useful members of society to justify its cost.
13.

Ten counselors, or 83.33 percent, indicated that they

believed the function of a high school is to develop occupational skills
in all students.
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·· 14.

Twelve counselors, ·or 100 percent, indicated that their

community alone or in conjunction w.ith other communities should offer
a wide variety of occupational pr_ograms to fit the abilities of students
not going to college.
15.

Eleven counselors, or 91.67 percent, indicated that they

did not believe taking vocational-technical programs hindered students
from further education after high school.
16.

Ten counselors, or 83.33 percent, indicated that they

believed vocational-technical programs could prepare high school students
for the range of job opportunities available to them.
17.

Seven counselors, or 58.33 percent, indicated most public

schools do not provide vocational-technical programs early enough in the
educational process.
18.

Twelve counselors, or 100 percent, indicated that they

were thoroughly sold on offering vocational-technical programs to high
school students.
19.

Twelve counselors, or 100 percent, indicated they

thought vocational-technical education in high school was as necessary
for most students as were other worthwhile programs.
20.

Five counselors, or 41.67 percent, indicated they

believed free vocational-technical education after high school should
be available to students currently enrolled in high school programs.
21.

Eight counselors, or 66.67 percent, indicated there should

be more money set aside in the school budget for vocational-technical
education.
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22 .. Twelve counselors, ·or .foo. percent, indicated they would
like to see the values of vocational~technical education made known to
more parents.
23.

Nine counselors, or 75 percent, indicated that it is not

more important to provide many students with a sound basic education
than to use time for vocational-technical education.
24.

Eleven counselors, or 91.67 percent, indicated they

would like to see vocational-technical education encouraged more among
high school students.

The hypotheses that more than 50 percent of the

high school guidance counselors in Scioto County, Ohio, believe
students should be encouraged to enter vocational-technical education
programs is accepted.
25.

Twelve counselors, or 100 percent, indicated they did

not believe that most vocational-technical courses lead nowhere.
Conclusions
Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions
are drawn:
].

High school guidance counselors in Scioto County, Ohio,

believe vocational-technical education is taught at both the high school
and community college levels.
2.

Counselors believe that the purpose of vocational-technical

education is to prepare students for technical positions and other
occupations not requiring a four-year college education.
3.

Counselors believe vocational-technical education is

designed for all students and for adults.
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4.

Counselors would 1 ike to.see a_ greater number of students

enrolled in vocational-technical education programs.
5-

Counselors believe parents should be made aware of the

values of vocational-technical education.
6.

Counselors do not believe vocational-technical programs

hinder students from further education after high school.
7.

Counselors would like to see a greater emphasis placed

upon earning a living through a vocational-technical program.
8.

Counselors are in favor of expanding vocational-technical

9.

Counselors believe that vocational-technical programs

programs.

are up to date.
10.

Counselors are thoroughly sold on offering vocational-

technical programs to high school students.
Recommendations
The following recommendations are made concerning vocationaltechnical education in Scioto County, Ohio:
1.

Guidance counselors need to help students and parents

develop positive attitudes toward vocational-technical programs.
2.

Vocational-technical programs need to be expanded to

include more adult.programs for adults in need of training or retraining
and other persons with special needs for occupational preparation.
3.

Further studies should be conducted to determine the

attitudes of teachers, school administrators, students, and parents
toward vocational-technical education.

"
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Route 2
Sciotoville, OH
January 29, 1974

45662

As a high school guidance counselor in Scioto County, you have been
chosen to participate in a study concerning the attitudes of high
school guidance counselors in Scioto County toward vocational-technical
education. Your answers to the questions on the enclosed questionnaire
will be greatly appreciated.
An addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed for your convenience in
returning the questionnaire. It will take only a few minutes of your
time to complete this questionnaire, and the time spent will be most
valuable in this study. Your cooperation wi 11 be very much appreciated.
A summary of the results of this study will be sent to you upon request.
Sincerely yours,

Michael Gampp
Enclosures 2
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PART A
VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION QUESTIONNAIRE
Directions: You are to indicate the response or responses that
describe your understanding of vocational-technical education in
the space provided at the left of each question.
___1.

Where is vocational-technical education taught?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Community college
Elementary school
High school
Junior high school
Comments:

-------------------------

- - -2.

What is the purpose of vocational-technical education?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

--~3.

To prepare students for entry into occupations in trade,
industry, and agriculture.
To prepare students for office work, sales positions,
practical nursing, homemaking occupations, and service
occupations.
To prepare students for technical positions such as
electronics, data processing, food management, metallurgy,
medical technology, dental hygiene, and drafting design.
To prepare students for most occupations not requiring a
four-year college education.
To prepare students by a series of interrelated studies
on elementary, secondary, and post-high school levels to
make a career choice and to .prepare for that career.
Comments:

Vocational-technical education is designed for:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Non-college-bound students
Out-of-school youth and dropouts
Adults in need of training or retraining and other persons
with special needs for occupational preparation
All students whether college bound or not.
Comments:

PART B
ATTITUDE TOWARD VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Directions: You are to circle the response which corresponds most
closely to your· feelings about each item in Part B. (SA--Strongly
Agree, A--Agree, U--Undecided,,·D--Disagre~, SD--Strongly Disagree)
(Do not spend too much time on any particular item. There are no
right or wrong answers.) Please answer every item.
l.

A high school graduate of a vocational-technical program
impresses me favorably.
SA, A, U, D, SD

2.

In my opinion, there are not enough stu·dents in vocationaltechnical programs on the high school level.
SA, A, U, D, SD

3-

Students should begin vocational programs after they graduate
from high school, not before.
SA, A, U, D, SD

4.

Most students who take vocational-technical programs in high
school, in my opini.on, lack too many other sch.olastic and
social skills.
SA, A, U, D, SD

5.

In my opinion, vocational-technical education in the high
school is highly overrated.
SA, A, U, D, SD

6.

I would be in favor of expanding vocational-technical programs.
SA, A, U, D, SD

7.

In my community many people oppose an increase in vocationaltechnical programs as they are currently administered.
SA, A, U, D, SD

8.

In my op1n1on, a graduate of a -high school vocationaltechnical program is generally suited only for unskilled work.
SA, A, U, D, SD

9.

Most vocational-technical programs in high school are
out of date.
SA, A, U, D, SD

10.

High schools shou-ld encourage brighter students to enter
a vocational-technical program.
SA, A, U, D, SD

11.

For many students in high school, there should be greater
emphasis on earning a living through a vocationaltechnical program.
SA, A, U, D, SD

12.

Vocational-technical education in high school does not
make enough students useful members of society to justi.fy
its cost.
SA, A, U, D, SD
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13.

I believe that the function of a high school is to develop
occupational skills in all studenis.
SA, A, U, D, SD

14.

My community alone or in conjunction with other communities
should provide a wide variety of occupational programs to fit
the abilities of students not going to college.
SA, A, U, D, SD

15.

In my opinion, taking vocational-technical programs hinders
students from further education after high school. SA, A, U, D, SD

16.

Vocational-technical programs cannot possibly prepare high
school students for the range of job opportunities available
to them.
SA, A, U, D, SD

17.

In my opinion, most public schools do not provide vocationaltechnical programs early enough in the educational process.
SA, A, U, D, SD

18.

I am thoroughly sold on offering vocational-technical
programs to high school students.
SA, A, U, D, SD

19.

I do not think that vocational-technical education in high
school is as necessary for most students as are other
worthwhile programs.
SA, A, U, D, SD

20.

Free vocational-technical education a.fter high school
should be available to students currently enrolled in
high school programs.
SA, A, U, D, SD

21.

There should be more money set aside in the school budget
for vocational-technical education.
SA, A, U, D, SD

22.

I should like to see the values of vocational-technical
education made known to more parents.
SA, A, U, D, SD

23.

It is more important to provide many students with a
sound basic education than to use the time for vocationaltechnical educati,on.
SA, A, U, D, SD

24.

I should 1 ike to see vocational-technical education
SA, A, U, D, SD
encouraged more among high school students.

25.

Most vocational-technical courses, in my opinion, lead
SA, A, U, D, SD
nowhere.
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If you would like to receive a copy of the results of this study,
complete the fo 1 lowing:

NAME._'_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
STREET _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
CITY - - - - - - ~ - - - - Z I P CODE _ _ _ _ __

APPENDIX B
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Route 2
Sciotoville, OH
45662
February 12, 1974

Recently you were mailed a .letter and questionnaire concerning
the attitudes of high schoo 1 gu.i dance counselors in Scioto County
toward vocational-technical education. Your responses and comments
are important to ·the successful completion of this study.
If you have already completed and returned the questionnaire; thank
you for your cooperation. If you have not, will you please take
a few minutes of your time to complete the enclosed questionnaire.
An addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed for your convenience in
returning the completed questionnaire.
Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated. A summary of the
results of the study w,i 11 be sent to you upon request.
Sincerely yours,

Michael Gampp
Enclosures 2

